
 

 

Highlights from the Summer Term... 
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LIFT Prayer Event… Our second LIFT prayer event 

this year (held at Christ Church, Paignton on Sunday 17th June), 

was a real encouragement to those who attended. With several 

prayer zones scattered around the church, people were inspired to 

pray for children and young people in relation to a number of       

different themes such as; education, relationships, health etc. This 

event is run three times a year in partnership between the local 

church and a number of local  

organisations; LINX, ICE Torbay, 

Open the Book, Youth Genesis & 

School Pastors.  It would be 

great to see you at the next LIFT 

event! (The location & date will 

be widely advertised by the      

organisations involved). 

We will not hide these truths from our children; 

we will tell the next generation about the glorious deeds of the LORD, 

about his power and his mighty wonders. Psalm 78:4 (NLT) 

We’ve had an exceptionally busy Summer Term, working at primary schools across Torbay, 

Newton Abbot and Kingsteignton. During the last three weeks of term, Year 6 children from   

several schools have been enjoying our ‘transition lessons’ where they’ve been encouraged to 

thoughtfully consider the changes, challenges and choices that they’re likely to experience 

when they move up to secondary school in September. We’ve also started offering  schools our 

new series of Prayer Spaces which are aligned with the ‘Christian Values’ of Church of England 

schools. These have been very well received.  We have of course continued running our ever   

popular lunchtime clubs throughout this term. Since the ICE Awareness/Open the Book training 

day which we ran at Great Parks Chapel during April, we’ve seen some very encouraging   

‘Open the Book’ activity, with new teams being formed in Newton Abbot and Torquay.  

Our work within primary schools has continued to be richly blessed. We expect to start working 

regularly with another four primary schools during the early part of the Autumn Term and we are 

also offering many more of our activities to those primary schools which we currently work with. 

We hope to be regularly working with 19 primary schools in and around Torbay from September.   

By the grace of God, we now find ourselves in a position where,  through our various activities, 

we are able to speak with several hundred children every month about the Christian faith.      

What a blessing!   
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Transition lessons for Year 6 children… 

We ran our Year 6 Transition lessons at five primary 

schools during the last three weeks of the Summer Term.  

At three of these schools we were delighted to be joined 

by the Children & Youth Worker from St Matthias Church 

along with one of the local School Pastors. The children 

enjoyed reflecting upon the changes, challenges and 

choices which they’re likely to face when they start at     

secondary school in September.  We initially played a 

short video about Joseph, and were 

later able to draw upon the changes 

which Joseph faced during his life, the challenges which confronted him and 

the choices he made. (A particularly significant choice being to forgive his 

brothers for throwing him down the pit!) The children were able to reflect  

upon Joseph’s decisions whilst considering ways in which they might  react 

to different situations which they’re likely to encounter.  We were able to 

draw upon numerous Bible verses, relevant to the subject in hand, as we 

spoke with the children. We had great fun playing a game of ’Would You     

Rather’ during the ’choices’ section, along with a very exciting  teamwork 

challenge requiring groups of children to stack paper cups into a pyramid, using only string and 

an elastic band! Sounds difficult? (It was slightly - but they loved it!)  At the schools where we 

worked alongside our friends from  St Matthias Church, the children each received a copy of the 

Scripture Union booklet , ‘It’s Your Move’. These were very kindly donated to the children of  

Warberry and Ilsham  Academies by St Matthias Church and to the children of Ellacombe       

Academy courtesy of The Grantham-Hill Trust.  

Prayer Spaces in Schools…          
During May and June we ran Prayer Spaces at 6 schools, (10 

classes in  total), on the ‘Christian Value’ of Friendship.       

Children from five to eleven years old were all excited to        

engage in the activities on offer. Using Bible verses                 

appropriate to the topic, we were 

able to discuss with the children, 

‘What makes a good friend?’  where 

they were able to complete the ‘Five     

Finger Challenge’.  We also             

discussed what they are grateful for 

in a friend (writing their points on 

petals around a heart). Discussing 

‘Broken Friendships’, the children 

were  encouraged to stick cut-out 

people (representing  those who they 

had fallen out with) to a large wooden 

cross, as a prayer for their              

reconciliation. 
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ICE lunchtime clubs... 

During the Summer Term we continued with the ‘Fruit of the Spirit’ theme, where we were able to 

teach the children how the Bible uses fruit to describe the attitudes and characteristics that God 

gives those people who trust in Jesus Christ.  At the start of term however,  following on from 

Easter, we ran a session where we talked about 

Jesus’ resurrection appearances. We discussed 

some of the Bible verses which talk about the way 

in which Jesus appeared to different groups of 

people, at different times. The children really    

enjoyed the craft for this session - where they got 

very creative with brown paper cups! 

 

 

During the session on Pentecost the children 

made an amazing ‘flame’ headband with the    

Bible verse, ’Acts 2:3-4’ printed on the back of 

the flame. They learnt about how the apostles 

were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 

talk in other tongues (languages). 

By the end of term we’d managed to finish the ‘Fruit of the Spirit’ series which we had been        

running for some time. During this term the children learnt about; Faithfulness,  Kindness,    

Goodness, Gentleness and Self Control.  Where possible, we do try  to incorporate a Bible verse 

into the crafts which the children make. Not only do the children enjoy making the crafts and 

have fun generally during the lunch clubs, but also, they have a  permanent reminder of God’s 

Word in relation to the topic being discussed. 

 

At the end of Summer Term all of the children         

received a lovely ‘Certificate of Completion’ to 

take home. This certificate, on which the Bible 

verses, Galatians 5:22-23 are clearly displayed, 

will hopefully act as a reminder to the children 

and enable them to recall what they have learnt          

throughout the series of lunchtime clubs. 
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Open the Book update… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Devote yourselves to 

prayer, being watchful 

and thankful. 

Colossians 4:2 

First of all a big well done and thank you to all the Open the Book teams for all their 
hard work preparing and sharing stories with children this year. Schools and     
children often feedback how much they enjoy the assemblies and the impact they 
have. 
Some new teams have started recently in the Newton Abbot area. Also I am    
meeting with a church in Torquay with a view to starting assemblies in new 

schools in Torquay. It is always wonderful to hear that the work is expanding. 
There will be a coffee morning/afternoon in September for current and interested volunteers to 

share ideas and encourage each other. Details to follow.  (Hazel Bennett) 

Tel: 07741283495    

Email: hazelbennett2@outlook.com 

How can I help? 

There are three ways in which you could support our work within local primary schools: 

 Prayer: Please pray for the work of ICE Torbay & Open the Book, and contact us to        

receive our monthly ‘Prayer Points’. 

 Volunteering: Our work within local primary schools is only possible because of the  

generous help from volunteers, who play an active role working alongside members of     

ICE Torbay in running our activities. If you would like to be involved in helping with any of 

our activities, please contact us for more information. If you could spare about an hour   

every fortnight or even every four weeks (during school term time) we would love to hear 

from you.  (All volunteers will need to have a current DBS & work within ICE Torbay’s       

policies &  procedures.) 

 Financial: The work of ICE Torbay and Open the Book is funded by                                   

South Devon Evangelical Trust. Your financial support, whether as a one-off donation or a 

regular gift is important for our work to continue. (Bank details and a Gift Aid declaration 

form on final page) 

Prayer Points… 

 ICE Torbay has grown to become quite a large operation 

and key decisions now need to be made regarding the areas 

of our work on which we should concentrate most of our  

effort and resources. Pray that God will guide Nick,       

Christine and Hazel, along with trustees of South Devon 

Evangelical Trust, granting us wisdom and the ability to   

discern His will in relation to the future direction of our 

work. 



 

 

Full Name ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________Postcode_________________________ 

My gift will be: £ __________   One Off / Monthly / Annually (*delete as applicable) 

Standing Order for regular gifts 

The bank details for South Devon Evangelical Trust are detailed below.  Either take these details into your bank or 

set them up online, if you use online banking. 

 
Bank Name:  CAF Bank Ltd 
Account Name:  South Devon Evangelical Trust 
Account Number: 00008567 
Account Sort Code: 40-52-40 

I wish to make a gift to South Devon Evangelical Trust to help the work of ICE Torbay: 

Gift Aid Declaration 

Please treat as Gift Aid all qualifying gifts of money made to South Devon Evangelical Trust: 

Today        In the past 4 years  In the future 

(please tick all boxes you wish to apply) 

Signed _________________________________ Date __________________  

I confirm that I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of  

Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year  it is my responsibility to pay any difference. I understand that other taxes 

such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand the charity will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I give on or after   

6 April 2014. 

Please notify the charity if you: 

 Wish to cancel this declaration 
 Change your name or home address 
 No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains. 
If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must  
include all your Gift Aid donations on your Self-Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code. 

SDET Data Protection Policy 

I confirm that I have read and understood South Devon Evangelical Trust’s Data Protection Policy. This can be 

found using the following link: (https://www.icetorbay.co.uk/policies). I agree to the personal information which I 

provide being retained and processed in the manner described within this policy. 

Signed ___________________________________  Date ________________________________ 

Please return completed form to:  

David Ball, 96 Westhill Road, Torquay, Devon. TQ1 4NT. 


