Highlights from the Spring Term...
During the run up to the end of Spring Term, we ran some really exciting Easter themed
lunchtime clubs and Prayer Spaces. These activities provided opportunity to explain the real
meaning of Easter to around 350 primary school children over a two week period. Children
really enjoyed these activities (not least because a few Cadburys mini eggs were handed out!)

Since January, we’ve started offering many more of our ‘Prayer Spaces in Schools’ projects to
primary schools, than we have done in previous years. In addition to our Christmas and Easter
themes, we now offer Prayer Spaces on the themes of ‘Friendship’ and ‘Love’. These have been
very well received and greatly enjoyed by both children and school staff. During the forthcoming
months we plan to create several more Prayer Spaces, all of which will be aligned to the
‘Christian Values’ of C of E primary schools, (e.g. Thankfulness, Kindness/Compassion, Peace
etc.)
Although there have been a few adjustments to our working hours (such that members of ICE
only now work a maximum of either two or three days per week), we still work regularly with 14
primary schools across Torbay, Newton Abbot and Kingsteignton. We also work with several
more schools offering activities on a less frequent basis. It remains very encouraging that there
is now more demand for our activities than we can satisfy.

ICE Lunchtime clubs…

During the weeks leading up to Easter, we ran
two sessions to teach about ‘Who Jesus Is’,
and ‘Jesus’ Promises and Miracles’. These
sessions enabled the children to better
understand how God exists as Father, Son and
Holy Spirit (all at the same time - to the
amazement of many children!) We also looked
at the miracle of Jesus turning water into wine
– which gave us the opportunity to discuss the
meaning of John 20:31. They made some
brilliant crafts!

Our Easter session was great fun! We were able to
explain about Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection by
playing pass-the-parcel (with pictures at each layer
which helped us to explain the meaning of
Good Friday and Easter Sunday). There were, of
course, a few Cadbury’s Mini Eggs to go round as
well! There were some lovely collage pictures
produced by the children (with John 3:16 printed at
the bottom).
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Prayer Spaces in Schools…
During this term we have been delighted to offer a number of schools our newly created prayer
spaces on the theme of ‘Love’. These were very well received and, as with all of our
Prayer Spaces, the children were really engaged with the discussions and activities, and
certainly enjoyed themselves.
At the first station (Love is…) we talked with
children about what they believe love to be, and
then, based on ‘1 Corinthians 13:4-7’ we discussed
what God tells us about love . They were
encouraged to think of somebody who they love or
somebody who’s love they are grateful for, and
write or draw a kind thought or prayer for them
onto a coloured heart. They coloured & decorated
the heart and fixed it to the board creating a
beautiful display on a red background.
The second station (Love in Action),
allowed us to discuss the story of the Good
Samaritan and talk about who our
neighbour is. We read and discussed the
Bible verses; ‘1 John 3:18, John 13:34-35
and Mark 12:28-31’. The children were
given an opportunity to think of somebody
(their neighbour) and write or draw a kind
though or prayer for them onto a ‘person’
shaped cut-out. They stuck these people
together to form a circle.

At the final station the children were given the opportunity to
learn about God’s Love. We discussed what it means in the
Bible when it says that ‘God is Love’. We talked about how God
has shown His love for us, and looked at several pictures
showing the beauty of God’s creation. We then discussed
God’s supreme act of love - sending His one and only Son to die
on the cross to pay the price for the sins of all who would
believe in Him. We discussed John 3:16 and Romans 5:8.
We talked about ‘1 John 4:9-11’ summarising on God’s
command that since God so loved us we ought to love one
another. We discussed practical ways in which we could love
one another. The children were encouraged to colour in a book
mark, to remember what they had learnt.
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Easter Prayer Spaces…
We ran our Easter Prayer Spaces at three primary schools
(five classes in total), and were able to explain the true
meaning of Easter, using three prayer stations. At the first
station (Help & Worries) children were able to hear about the
events leading up to Jesus’ crucifixion; riding into Jerusalem
on a colt, the Last Supper, Jesus praying in Gethsemane,
His betrayal by Judas Iscariot and His standing trail before
Pilate. This opened up opportunities to talk with the children
about ‘help & worries’ generally.

The second station enabled us to explain about
‘Forgiveness & Saying Sorry’. Talking about Jesus’
death on the cross enabled us to discuss the meaning
of two Bible verses; John 3:16 and 1 John 1:9. We
showed a picture of an ancient scroll & explained that
the Bible was originally recorded on scrolls. The
children had the opportunity to create their own ‘little’
scroll, write a ‘sorry’ prayer on it, decorate it then roll
it up and put it into the cross.

...Finally, we talked about Jesus’
glorious resurrection, under the theme
of ‘Hopes & Dreams’. Some beautiful
butterflies were decorated and stuck
onto a board surrounding a picture of an
empty tomb. This helped them see how
from the disciples being sad when Jesus
was crucified, they were later to become
overjoyed and full of hope once they had
seen the Risen Lord.

At the end of the activities, each child was given a
little gift of three chocolate eggs, along with an
Easter poem - explaining the meaning of Good
Friday and Easter.
All of the crafts & pictures which the children
produce during the Prayer Spaces sessions were
given to their teacher to be put on display in
their classrooms.
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Open the Book update…
Coffee Morning: The coffee morning, in January, was very encouraging and well
attended, with storytellers from several teams represented. It began with an
informal time to chat, drink coffee and eat delicious cake. It was a great
opportunity for the storytellers to meet each other and share their experiences.
Following this there was time for questions and ideas for the development of OTB
in Torbay and South Devon, with some inspiring stories and suggestions to
support the teams. We concluded with a wonderful time of prayer.
OtB Prayer Points:



Praise God that a team has begun regular assemblies in Sherwell Valley Primary School
which seems to be well received by the children.
Galmpton Primary School have requested OtB, so please pray for a team to fulfil this
request. This would allow even more children to hear stories from the Bible.

(Hazel Bennett - Tel: 07741283495 . Email: hazelbenett2@outlook.com)

How can I help?
There are three ways in which you could support our work within local primary schools:


Prayer: Please pray for the work of ICE Torbay & Open the Book, and contact us to
receive our monthly ‘Prayer Points’.



Volunteering: Our work within local primary schools is only possible because of the
generous help from volunteers, who play an active role working alongside members of
ICE Torbay in running our activities. If you would like to be involved in helping with any of
our activities, please contact us for more information. If you could spare about an hour
every fortnight or even every four weeks (during school term time) we would love to hear
from you. (All volunteers will need to have a current DBS & work within ICE Torbay’s

policies & procedures.)


Financial: The work of ICE Torbay and Open the Book is funded by
South Devon Evangelical Trust. Your financial support, whether as a one-off donation or a
regular gift is important for our work to continue. (Bank details and a Gift Aid declaration

form on final page)

Prayer Points…


Thank God for the continued success of our ‘Prayer
Spaces’ activities, as we continue to expand what we offer.



Pray for ICE staff as we plan for, and develop our Summer
Term activities. Pray that many schools will request us to
run our ‘Year 6 Transition lessons’ during June & July.



Pray that God will continue to richly bless all of our work
within local primary schools.
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I wish to make a gift to South Devon Evangelical Trust to help the work of ICE Torbay:
Full Name ____________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________Postcode_________________________
My gift will be: £ __________ One Off / Monthly / Annually (*delete as applicable)

Gift Aid Declaration
Please treat as Gift Aid all qualifying gifts of money made to South Devon Evangelical Trust:
Today

In the past 4 years

In the future

(please tick all boxes you wish to apply)
Signed _________________________________

Date __________________

I confirm that I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of
Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference. I understand that other taxes
such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand the charity will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I give on or after
6 April 2015.
Please notify the charity if you:

Wish to cancel this declaration

Change your name or home address

No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains.
If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must
include all your Gift Aid donations on your Self-Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code.

Standing Order for regular gifts
The bank details for South Devon Evangelical Trust are detailed below. Either take these details into your bank or
set them up online, if you use online banking.

Bank Name:
Account Name:
Account Number:
Account Sort Code:

CAF Bank Ltd
South Devon Evangelical Trust
00008567
40-52-40

SDET Data Protection Policy
I confirm that I have read and understood South Devon Evangelical Trust’s Data Protection Policy. This can be
found using the following link: (https://www.icetorbay.co.uk/policies). I agree to the personal information which I
provide being retained and processed in the manner described within this policy.

Signed ___________________________________

Date ________________________________

Please return completed form to:
David Ball, 96 Westhill Road, Torquay, Devon. TQ1 4NT.

