Autumn Term Update…
Despite the difficulties imposed upon us by Covid-19, we actually managed, during Autumn Term,
to deliver quite a number of RE lessons to local primary schools. We had to adapt what we were
able to offer, as primary schools continued to close their doors to external visitors. Since
October, we have been running ‘virtual’ RE lessons (via the classroom TV screens) which proved
very popular.
Of the 18 primary schools with which we regularly work, not all were ready to accept these
virtual lessons. All schools have been working very hard to make up for the learning time missed
by children, as a result of the first lockdown which started in March. With the key focus now
on Maths & English, the subject of RE is not currently a high priority for any school. We did,
however, receive enough interest from several of our schools to keep us very busy between
October and December. We were also able to book-in a significant number of RE lessons for the
Spring Term (January to March). This was very encouraging, however, due to the latest
lockdown, from 6th January, most, (perhaps all) of these lessons will no longer take place.
However, it does demonstrate that even during these difficult times, schools still have an
appetite for what we offer. During October to December, we ran
four separate RE units of study across four primary schools
(40 bookings in total). These were:

‘What is the ‘Trinity’ and why is it so important to
Christians?’ (Year 4 - 8/9 year olds)
We discussed Jesus’ baptism, and thought about the verse
in Matthew chapter 3; ‘Heaven opened, and he saw God’s
Spirit coming down on him like a dove. And a voice spoke
from heaven. The voice said, “This is my Son and I love him.
I am very pleased with him.”’ We also looked at Bible
verses in the Old and New Testaments, which are useful to
help explain the Holy Trinity. We talked about the subject of
Christian Baptism, and clarified some misunderstandings
that many children have regarding baptism.

By the end of the three lessons, the
children seemed to have a reasonably
good understanding of the Holy Trinity.
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‘Why do Christians believe that Jesus was the Messiah?’ (Year 5 - 9/10 year olds)
For each Year 5 class, we ran three sessions for this unit of
study - over three weeks. We discussed the question, ‘What
kind of Messiah were the Jew’s hoping for?’. We discussed
how the Jews had been ruled by enemy forces for some time,
and how they hoped God would send someone to rescue them
from this situation. We discussed several of the Old Testament
Messianic prophecies, and looked at the New Testament
passages which described how each of these prophecies
were fulfilled. In the final session, we summarised by
discussing ‘Why Christians believe Jesus is the Messiah’.
During this session we discussed, in depth, Jesus’ death and
resurrection, along with discussing how God alone controls all
things (past, present and future) and therefore how fulfilled
Messianic prophecies were used by the apostles to prove from
Scripture, that Jesus was the promised Messiah. The children
found this unit quite challenging, as they learned about ideas
that were new to them, and difficult for some to grasp. They
did really enjoy this series however.

We also ran series of sessions on;
What do Christians believe God is like? (Year 1) 5/6 year olds
We talked about the parables of The Lost Son, The Lost Coin and The Lost
Sheep. We also discussed how God is love, what prayer is, and how,
when people repent of sins and say sorry to God, He forgives them. We
spoke about how Christians say ‘thank you’ to God for things He has
given us.

Why does Christmas matter to Christians? (Year 1 & 2) 5 to 7 year olds
In the first session we discussed the conversation between the angel Gabriel and Mary, where
Gabriel told Mary that, ‘You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call Him Jesus’.
We also discussed the birth of Jesus, and the reason why it is good news. This gave us the
opportunity to discuss the meaning of John 3:16. Finally, we talked about the Wise Men, which
led to discussing what gifts the children have which they are thankful for.

Looking Forward...
ICE staff are really looking forward to resuming the lunchtime clubs and RE workshops, within
schools, whenever this becomes possible. We will also resume our ‘Walk Through The Bible’
lessons for Year 5 & 6 children. All ICE staff should be trained and available to run WttB, ready
for when we are allowed back into schools.
It seems increasingly unlikely that this will happen before the Easter holidays, but hopefully the
Summer Term will be a bit more cheerful!
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Open the Book update…
Open the Book assemblies have been cancelled until further notice, due to the
pandemic. If you have any questions relating to Open the Book, please contact
Hazel Bennett:
Hazelbennett2@outlook.com

How can I help?
There are two ways in which you could support our work within local primary schools:


Prayer: Please pray for the work of ICE Torbay & Open the Book.



Financial: The work of ICE Torbay and Open the Book is funded by
South Devon Evangelical Trust. Your financial support, whether as a one-off donation or a
regular gift is important for our work to continue. (Bank details and a Gift Aid declaration

form on final page)

Prayer Points…


We pray for all of the children and staff in local primary
schools, that God will bless them and keep them all safe
during this pandemic.



Whilst we are not permitted to proselytise within schools,
we do pray that in due course, the children (and staff) would
come to know Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour.



We thank God for the continued healthy interest in our
activities. Even during these difficult times, we have
continued to be very busy.



Whilst none of the team would want to enter a school until
it’s completely safe, we do pray that God would allow us to
resume our work, preferably in person, before too long. It
would be great if we were able to enter schools again,
hopefully after the Easter holidays. Our virtual lessons have
been great, but we need to be present in person in order to
run our lunchtime clubs and the Walk Through the Bible
sessions.

Devote yourselves to
prayer, being watchful
and thankful.
Colossians 4:2
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I wish to make a gift to South Devon Evangelical Trust to help the work of ICE Torbay:
Full Name ____________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________Postcode_________________________
My gift will be: £ __________ One Off / Monthly / Annually (*delete as applicable)

Gift Aid Declaration
Please treat as Gift Aid all qualifying gifts of money made to South Devon Evangelical Trust:
Today

In the past 4 years

In the future

(please tick all boxes you wish to apply)
Signed _________________________________

Date __________________

I confirm that I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of
Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference. I understand that other taxes
such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand the charity will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I give on or after
6 April 2016.
Please notify the charity if you:

Wish to cancel this declaration

Change your name or home address

No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains.
If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must
include all your Gift Aid donations on your Self-Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code.

Standing Order for regular gifts
The bank details for South Devon Evangelical Trust are detailed below. Either take these details into your bank or
set them up online, if you use online banking.

Bank Name:
Account Name:
Account Number:
Account Sort Code:

CAF Bank Ltd
South Devon Evangelical Trust
00008567
40-52-40

SDET Data Protection Policy
I confirm that I have read and understood South Devon Evangelical Trust’s Data Protection Policy. This can be
found using the following link: (https://www.icetorbay.co.uk/policies). I agree to the personal information which I
provide being retained and processed in the manner described within this policy.

Signed ___________________________________

Date ________________________________

Please return completed form to:
David Ball, 96 Westhill Road, Torquay, Devon. TQ1 4NT.

