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This shortened newsletter highlights our school-based activities undertaken during the month of 

March. (ICE staff were furloughed during January and February). During March, we were able to 

offer our virtual Easter RE lessons to several primary schools.  Approximately 250 children along 

with teachers and teaching assistants were able to gain a deeper understanding of the events  

remembered and celebrated over Easter. We offered three lessons to each class, where we were 

able to talk to children about the events leading up to Jesus’ crucifixion, the reason why Jesus 

died on the cross, and Jesus’ glorious resurrection. 

Easter session 1 

 

Spring Term activities... 

Children were able to hear 

about the events leading up to 

Jesus’ crucifixion; riding  into 

Jerusalem on a colt and the 

crowds shouting, ‘Hosanna!’. 

The Last  Supper, Jesus  

praying in the Garden of 

Gethsemane, His betrayal by 

Judas Iscariot and His    

standing trail before Pilate.  

We normally have a little tray with soil in it, and we put flower 

seeds in the soil to show how, over time, worries can turn into 

beauty – like how God can change our worries into peace. As 

this was a virtual  lesson however, the children were able to  

colour-in a picture of a flower instead.  

The children were able to consider how they believed Jesus 

might have felt during this time - having being falsely accused 

of doing bad things.  

This opened up opportunities to talk with the children about 

how, when feeling troubled or anxious, Christians can pray to 

God and be assured of His peace (Philippians 4:6-7). 
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Easter session 2 

Easter session 3 

 

 

 

Looking Forward… 

We have a tremendous number of bookings for the next few months. During this period we are 

offering schools two RE lessons; (‘What is the ‘good news’ that Christians believe Jesus brings?’ 

- for 6 /7 year olds and ‘What kind of world did Jesus want?’ - for 7 / 8 year olds). From mid-June, 

we also hope to be able to offer Year 6 children our Transition lessons  - (where we chat with 

them about the challenges, choices and changes they are likely to experience when moving up to   

secondary school). We are not able to offer Transition lessons on an online/virtual basis, so we 

are hoping that by this stage, several schools may allow external visitors again. 

We hope that our lunchtime clubs  and our ‘Walk Through the Bible’ lessons will be allowed to         

resume from September. 

The second station enabled us to explain about forgiveness & 

saying sorry. Talking about Jesus’ death on the cross enabled 

us to discuss the meaning of two Bible verses; John 3:16 and      

1 John 1:9. We also talked about how Jesus promised one of the 

criminals crucified with Him, that he would be with Jesus in    

paradise. We explained how the curtain in the temple tore from 

top to bottom when Jesus died - and what this signified. 

We showed a picture of  an ancient scroll & explained that the 

Bible was originally recorded on scrolls. The children would  

usually have the opportunity to create their own ‘little’ scroll, 

write a ‘sorry’ prayer on it, decorate it then roll it up and put it 

into the cross. For these virtual lessons however, we asked them 

to colour-in a picture of a scroll, and write a message on it, if 

they wished. 

...Finally, we talked about Jesus’ glorious                      

resurrection.  We discussed His resurrection           

appearances, and His ascension. This gave us       

opportunity to talk about how Christians are awaiting 

Jesus’ return. Normally, when run in a classroom, 

some beautiful butterflies would be decorated and 

stuck  onto a board  surrounding a picture of  an  

empty tomb. This helped them see how, from the disciples    

being sad when Jesus was crucified, they were later to        

become overjoyed and full of hope - once they had seen the 

Risen Lord. A butterfly is a nice image to reflect the feelings of 

joy & peace, (some of the feelings His disciples would have 

felt when they met the Risen Lord). The children were asked 

to colour-in a butterfly to remember this. 
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Open the Book update… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Devote yourselves to 

prayer, being watchful 

and thankful. 

Colossians 4:2 

 
 
Open the Book assemblies have been cancelled until further notice, due to the  
pandemic. If you have any questions relating to Open the Book, please contact    
Hazel Bennett: 
 
 

Hazelbennett2@outlook.com 

How can I help? 

There are two ways in which you could support our work within local primary schools: 

 Prayer: Please pray for the work of ICE Torbay & Open the Book. 

 Financial: The work of ICE Torbay and Open the Book is funded by                                   

South Devon Evangelical Trust. Your financial support, whether as a one-off donation or a 

regular gift is important for our work to continue. (Bank details and a Gift Aid declaration 

form on final page) 

Prayer Points… 

 

 Pray that God will allow us to resume some of our school-

based activities, ‘in person’, during the second half of   

Summer Term (from mid-June). We would like to run our 

Year 6 Transition lessons in several primary schools, if at all 

possible.  

 We thank God for the tremendous demand we continue to 

experience, for our virtual RE lessons. Whilst we would   

love to attend schools in person (when safe to do so), our 

virtual lessons have been  phenomenally successful.  

 Pray that ICE staff will be able to resume all of our school-

based activities as soon as possible. (We would hope that 

this would start from September.) Activities include our 

lunchtime clubs and our ‘Walkthrough the Bible’ series of 

lessons for children in upper key stage two (9 to 11 year 

olds). 
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Full Name ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________Postcode_________________________ 

My gift will be: £ __________   One Off / Monthly / Annually (*delete as applicable) 

Standing Order for regular gifts 

The bank details for South Devon Evangelical Trust are detailed below.  Either take these details into your bank or 

set them up online, if you use online banking. 

Please pay £___________ to  South Devon Evangelical Trust 

 
Bank Name:  CAF Bank Ltd 
Account Name:  South Devon Evangelical Trust 
Account Number: 00008567 
Account Sort Code: 40-52-40 

Signed ___________________________________  Date ________________________________ 

I wish to make a gift to South Devon Evangelical Trust to help the work of ICE Torbay: 

Gift Aid Declaration 

Please treat as Gift Aid all qualifying gifts of money made to South Devon Evangelical Trust: 

Today        In the past 4 years  In the future 

(please tick all boxes you wish to apply) 

Signed _________________________________ Date __________________  

Please return form to David Ball, 96 Westhill Road, Torquay, Devon. TQ1 4NT. 

I confirm that I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of  

Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year  it is my responsibility to pay any difference. I understand that other taxes 

such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand the charity will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 on my donation, along 

with any donation I make in the future, or have made in the past 4 years to South Devon Evangelical Trust, as indicated. 

Please notify the charity if you: 

 Wish to cancel this declaration 
 Change your name or home address 
 No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains. 
If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must  
include all your Gift Aid donations on your Self-Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code. 

Confirmation of compliance to South Devon Evangelical Trust’s Data Protection Policy 

I confirm that I have read and understood South Devon Evangelical Trust’s Data Protection Policy. This can be 

found using the following link: (https://www.icetorbay.co.uk/policies/). I agree to the personal information which I 

provide being retained and processed in the manner described within this policy. 

Signed ___________________________________  Date ________________________________ 


