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Meet our new team member... 

Hello! I’m Judith (most people call me Jude) and I’ve just started 
as ICE’s new part-time Administrator. I’m married to Neil, and 
we have a 4 year old called Joshua who’s just started primary 
school. I’m excited to join the team! I feel it’s a great privilege to 
serve the Lord in this Kingdom work as I support Nick, Christine, 
Hazel and the Trustees with all the administrative/governance 
tasks. Part of my role will also be to promote the work of ICE 
within the Torbay and South Devon area.   
 
Neil, Joshua and I are part of the church family at Upton Vale in 
Torquay. Neil’s part of the tech team, helping with their hybrid 
(in person/online) services each week. I also work there          
part-time as their Communications Lead, helping our church to 
communicate well through our online platforms (website, social 
media etc.) and internally within the church family. Prior to    

having Joshua, I worked there full-time as their Church Office and Premises Manager, 
with responsibility for running the building and managing an office and caretaking team 
of 12. In my younger years, I’ve helped run a Christian children’s group at my previous 
church (Strete Chapel), I’ve been a leader at Christian camps at Menadue Farm in        
Tintagel and at Soul Survivor. All these experiences and skills I now bring to use for the 
Lord as I join the ICE team.  
  
Judith Baker (Part-time Administrator for ICE Torbay)  

Since September... 

The continued growth of ICE Torbay led to a requirement for a part-time Administrator, 

and on 4th January we were delighted to welcome Jude Baker on board, to take-up this       

position.  

We were also very encouraged by the number of schools inviting us back, since           

September, to deliver RE lessons ‘in person’ rather than ’virtually’. Whilst the number of 

activities we run varies during the term, our RE lessons regularly enable us to speak with 

around 1000 children per month, giving them the opportunity to understand more about 

the Christian faith. Also, for the first time since March 2020 (when lockdown forced us to 

cease), we are very excited to be able to resume our ICE Lunchtime Clubs. We’ve been 

contacted by numerous primary schools,  asking us to resume these very popular clubs 

as soon as possible. We intend to start running the clubs within a few weeks. Exciting 

times... 
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Autumn Term RE lessons.. 

During Autumn Term, we offered schools seven different RE topics, across all six year 

groups. Each topic was offered as three separate lessons.  

 

‘What is the ‘Trinity’ and why is it so important to Christians?’ (Year 4 - aged  8/9) 

We discussed Jesus’ baptism, and thought about the verse in Matthew 

chapter 3; ‘Heaven opened, and he saw God’s Spirit  coming down on him 

like a dove. And a voice spoke from heaven. The voice said, “This is my 

Son and I love him. I am very pleased with him.”’ We also looked at  Bible 

verses in the Old and New Testaments, which were useful to help explain 

the Holy Trinity. We talked about the subject of Christian baptism, and 

clarified some misunderstandings that many children have regarding 

baptism. 

We also talked about, ‘What is it like for someone to follow God?’ (Year 3 - aged 7/8) 

These Year 3 lessons enabled us to talk about why Christians 

read the Bible, pray and worship God. Using video clips we 

were also able to talk about the story of Noah, and God’s 

promise to Noah to never again destroy the earth and those 

living on it, by flood. We also looked at Abraham, the promises 

that God made to him, and how they were fulfilled. Children 

were asked to think about what it actually means to make a 

promise, and promises were considered in more detail with a particular emphasis upon those 

made between a man and woman during a wedding service. The importance of remaining   

faithful to promises was also considered.  We were able to talk in more detail about  God’s 

promises throughout the 

Bible, and several       

examples were           

considered, such as 

God’s promise to forgive 

us when we confess our 

sins to Him. 
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What do Christians believe God is like? (Year 1– aged 5/6) 

Using stories and videos, the children learnt about the parables of; the lost 

son, the lost coin and the lost sheep. We also discussed how God is love, 

what prayer is, and how, when people trust in Jesus, repent of sins and say 

sorry to God, He forgives them. We spoke about how Christians say ‘thank 

you’ to God for things He has given us, and how God’s love and forgiveness 

make Christians feel; how this this leads to Christians thanking God,    

praying and praising Him, and having a desire to grow closer to Him, and 

grow in good works. 

Why does Christmas matter to Christians? (Year 2 - aged 6/7) 

In the first session we considered the conversation between 

the angel Gabriel and Mary, where Gabriel told Mary that, 

‘You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call 

Him Jesus’. We also          

discussed the birth of       

Jesus, and the reason why 

it is good news. This     

provided the opportunity 

to discuss the meaning of John 3:16. Finally, we talked about 

the Wise Men, which led to asking what gifts the children have 

which they are thankful for.  

‘Why Christians believe Jesus was the Messiah’ (Year 5 - aged 9/10) 

During this unit of study, we discussed the question, ‘What kind of Messiah were the Jew’s hoping 

for?’. We discussed how the Jews had been ruled by enemy forces for some time, and how they 

were waiting for God to send His Messiah, to rescue 

them from this situation. We discussed several of the 

Old Testament Messianic prophecies, and looked at 

the New Testament  passages which describe how 

each of these prophecies were fulfilled. In the final  

session, we  summarised by  discussing. ‘Why        

Christians believe Jesus is the Messiah’. During this 

session we discussed, in depth, Jesus’ death and    

resurrection, along 

with discussing how 

God alone controls all 

things (past, present 

and future). We thought about how fulfilled Messianic          

prophecies were used by the apostles to prove, from Scripture, 

that Jesus was the promised Messiah. The children found this 

unit quite challenging, as they learned about things that were 

new to them, and difficult for some to grasp. They did, however, 

really enjoy this series.  
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Creation and Science: Conflicting or Complementary? (Year 6 - aged 10/11).   

Using Genesis Chapter one, as a basis, this particularly engaging series of RE lessons enabled 

the Year 6 children to explore some of the big questions asked 

by so many. After considering 

both a definition of what     

science actually is, and 

where a Christian’s view of 

creation comes from, we 

were able to discuss this RE 

topic, in depth, over a period of three weeks.  Sub-topics such 

as; the order in which God created the world, Adam and Eve, 

dinosaurs, fossils, evolution, the age of the universe, and how 

God made people - male and female, were all sensitively discussed. The children also explored 

views, which helped them form their own opinions on whether they believed God intended people 

to take what is written in Genesis chapter one literally, symbolically, or perhaps as poetic text. 

The children really enjoyed these lessons and found them particularly engaging. Their questions 

certainly kept us on our toes! 

What do Christians learn from the creation story? (Year 3—aged 7/8) 

Again, using Genesis Chapter one, we thought about the world 

that God created, and talked about the six days of creation, as 

described in Genesis. Children were able to make, and colour-in  

a ‘creation wheel’. We chatted about how God wants us to care 

for the world He created, and the children were showed a video 

about Adam and Eve, which we discussed. The children learnt 

about how Adam and Eve disobeyed  God, and what happened as 

a result.        

(The Fall). We 

were able to 

spend time     

explaining to 

children how God sent His Son to pay the price 

for the sins of the world. 
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Open the Book update… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Devote yourselves to 

prayer, being watchful 

and thankful. 

Colossians 4:2 

 
Open the Book teams are continuing to do what they can to engage with schools. 
Although many still can’t go into schools, some have created video sessions to be 
shown to the children, and others have keep in contact with their schools, and will       
return to presenting assemblies when they are allowed. 
Please pray for the teams, that they will not become discouraged by the lengthy 
disruption and will find ways to present the Bible to children in the local area.  

Please continue praying that school assemblies will soon return to running normally, and that 
schools will be keen for  Open the Book teams to return. If you have any questions relating to 
Open the Book, please contact     
 
Hazel Bennett: Hazelbennett2@outlook.com 

How can I help? 

There are two ways in which you could support our work within local primary schools: 

 Prayer: Please pray for the work of ICE Torbay & Open the Book. 

 Financial: The work of ICE Torbay and Open the Book is funded by                                   

South Devon Evangelical Trust. Your financial support, whether as a one-off donation or a 

regular gift is important for our work to continue. (Bank details and a Gift Aid declaration 

form on final page)   

Prayer Points… 

 

 Thank God for the tremendous number of RE lessons we 

have booked-in during March/April, providing ICE staff with 

great opportunities to talk with children about Jesus’ death 

and resurrection.   

 Thank God that we are able to resume our lunchtime clubs 

during Spring Term, and we pray that these clubs will be 

very well attended - as they used to be. 

 Pray that God will guide us regarding our future growth 

plans. As we plan to focus on marketing ourselves far more 

proactively, new opportunities will inevitably emerge. Pray 

that God will bring forward appropriate volunteers, and  

create new opportunities, as and when required.  

mailto:Hazelbennett2@outlook.com


 

 

Full Name ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________Postcode_________________________ 

My gift will be: £ __________   One Off / Monthly / Annually (*delete as applicable) 

Standing Order for regular gifts 

The bank details for South Devon Evangelical Trust are detailed below.  Either take these details into your bank or 

set them up online, if you use online banking. 

Please pay £___________ to  South Devon Evangelical Trust 

 
Bank Name:  CAF Bank Ltd 
Account Name:  South Devon Evangelical Trust 
Account Number: 00008567 
Account Sort Code: 40-52-40 

Signed ___________________________________  Date ________________________________ 

I wish to make a gift to South Devon Evangelical Trust to help the work of ICE Torbay: 

Gift Aid Declaration 

Please treat as Gift Aid all qualifying gifts of money made to South Devon Evangelical Trust: 

Today        In the past 4 years  In the future 

(please tick all boxes you wish to apply) 

Signed _________________________________ Date __________________  

Please return form to David Ball, 96 Westhill Road, Torquay, Devon. TQ1 4NT. 

I confirm that I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of  

Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year  it is my responsibility to pay any difference. I understand that other taxes 

such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand the charity will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 on my donation, along 

with any donation I make in the future, or have made in the past 4 years to South Devon Evangelical Trust, as indicated. 

Please notify the charity if you: 

 Wish to cancel this declaration 
 Change your name or home address 
 No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains. 
If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must  
include all your Gift Aid donations on your Self-Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code. 

Confirmation of compliance to South Devon Evangelical Trust’s Data Protection Policy 

I confirm that I have read and understood South Devon Evangelical Trust’s Data Protection Policy. This can be 

found using the following link: (https://www.icetorbay.co.uk/policies/). I agree to the personal information which I 

provide being retained and processed in the manner described within this policy. 

Signed ___________________________________  Date ________________________________ 


